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Message from Programme Director
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Welcome to the Master of Social Sciences in Social
Sustainability — a programme designed for individuals who
aspire to drive meaningful change in society.

As the world grapples with pressing challenges—including
inequality, aging populations, strained healthcare systems,
global environmental crisis, and the growing demand for
sustainable cities— understanding the social dimension of
sustainability is more critical than ever.

Through a multidisciplinary approach that integrates sociology,
public policy, public management, political science and other
social sciences, this programme prepares you to tackle complex

challenges on both global and local scales. You will explore
topics such as social systems, equity, social justice, community
resilience, and inclusive development — all within the framework Prof. NGAN Lok Sun Lucille

of social sustainability. Programme Director of Master

of Social Sciences in Social
Whether you are interested in public policy, corporate Sustainability

sustainability, or serving marginalized communities, this gzt
programme equips you with the multiple knowledge and tools 3 &wligg s EHSRI2M1
needed to create tangible, lasting impact. BT

We look forward to supporting you on your journey to advance
social sustainability and drive transformative progress. Together,
we can build a more equitable, inclusive, and resilient future.
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What is Social Sustainability?
taRHSAHERR?

Societal challenges lie at the heart of nearly half of the United Nations' 17 Sustainable
Development Goals, with human rights serving as the foundation of these global efforts. Social
sustainability prioritizes equity, inclusion, and well-being, addressing pressing issues such as
ageing populations, social exclusion, inequality, poverty, sustainable urban development, and
public health. By focusing on creating thriving, healthy communities, social sustainability ensures
that everyone can enjoy a high quality of life. It highlights the need to balance economic and
environmental sustainability with social well-being, fostering fairness, inclusion, and lasting
positive impacts for individuals and communities worldwide.
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Drive Impactful Social Change, Shape a Sustainable Future!
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What Distinctive Attributes will you Gain
from this Programme?

RAETLAMIRIZER RIS ?

This Master's programme takes a social sciences approach to examining complex social
sustainability challenges. By focusing on the human and societal dimensions of sustainability, it
prepares you to address pressing global and local issues in impactful and meaningful ways.
Designed to equip you with the knowledge and skills needed to navigate these complexities, this
programme offers you the tools to make a difference. By enrolling, you will:

. Develop Advanced Analytical Skills: Learn to critically assess social structures, policies,
and practices, with a focus on equity, justice, and inclusion.

. Master Research Methodologies: Gain proficiency in both qualitative and quantitative
research techniques to investigate and address real-world social issues.

. Design Practical and Ethical Solutions: Acquire the tools to create actionable strategies
that are socially responsible and economically viable.

. Enhance Communication and Collaboration: Build the skills to effectively convey ideas and
collaborate with diverse stakeholders, ensuring your solutions are inclusive and impactful.

. Understand Global and Local Contexts: Explore the interplay between local and
international challenges, preparing you to address sustainability issues at multiple scales.
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Programme Overview

The Master of Social Sciences in Social Sustainability equips students with the knowledge and
skills to address complex social challenges and create meaningful impact. Through a
multidisciplinary approach, students will build a strong foundation in social sciences, gaining the
ability to analyze and tackle pressing social issues at both local and global levels.

The programme requires the completion of four core modules and four electives (24 credits) over
one year (full-time) or two years (part-time). Core modules cover essential topics, including
theoretical perspectives, research methodologies, the dynamics of public and private sectors, and
ethical considerations in social sustainability. Electives are divided into two clusters — 1. Social
Affairs and 2. Economic and Environmental Affairs — allowing students to customize their
learning experience based on their interests and career aspirations.

We recognize the importance of practical learning and real-world exposure. Field experiences,
applied learning opportunities, and guest speakers from industry and community organizations
are integrated across modules. These elements ensure students gain hands-on insights into the
challenges and solutions in social sustainability, bridging the gap between theory and practice.

By combining a strong foundation of knowledge with actionable insights, students will emerge as
professionals ready to contribute to a sustainable and equitable future.
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Programme Objectives
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. Cultivate students’ theoretical perspectives in the social sciences necessary for understanding
complex social sustainable challenges

. Enrich students’ knowledge of local and global social sustainability issues

. Develop students’ knowledge of research principles and methodologies relevant to
studies of social sustainability

. Foster students’ capacity to engage in dialogue with actors in the public, private and social
sectors about the social challenges set out by the UN sustainable development goals

. Enrich students' analytical skills for evaluating and developing solutions to social
sustainability issues with ethical considerations
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Practical Engagement
LHB5

Field experiences, applied learning opportunities, or insights from industry and community
representatives are featured in a variety of modules. These elements ensure students gain
hands-on insights into the challenges and solutions in social sustainability, bridging the gap
between theory and practice.
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Programme Curriculum
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Core Modules

WHER :

Elective Modules
vi (7 5 I
Cluster 1:
Social Affairs
a1 :
HEES

Cluster 2:

Economic and
Environmental Affairs
(a5I2 :
BFE5NIRES

Special Elective
Modules

A&

. Social Changes and Sustainable Development

HITESAFELE

. Research Methods for Social Policy and Sustainability

HIBERS A FRMEMRRG A

. Social Sustainability for Public and Private Sectors

NHLIEERIRIML S AIHREE

. Global Justice and Sustainability

EIKEXSA 44

. Diversity, Equality and Inclusion

Zw. FE5ER

. Transformation and Innovation in Healthcare Systems

BT RS ESRIH

. Ageing Societies: Trends, Challenges and Solutions

Ziftit=: B IRSBRASR

. Sustainable Cities

CIESE=300

. Decent Work, Economic Growth and Labour Policies

HHET. Z5TIEKS SR

. Environment and Global Governance

MRS 2GR

. Applied Study in Social Sustainability

HEAFEEN AR

. Selected Topic in Social Sustainability
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Study Plan
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One-Year Full-time —F 2%

Semester 1

F—FH

Semester 2

SF5HR

. Social Changes and Sustainable Development

HIBISAHFRKRE

. Research Methods for Social Policy and Sustainability

ARSI FRERR T A

. Elective 1 (Elective Cluster 1)

EREF (HERESR)

. Elective 2 (Free Elective)

MERl2 (B %)

. Social Sustainability for Public and Private Sectors

NENAEEIBIL S A4

. Global Justice and Sustainability

EIKEXSA %

. Elective 3 (Elective Cluster 2)

EERIS (BFEHIRES)

. Elective 4 (Free Elective)

EER4 (BHIEE)

Two-Year Part-time FEHFiTH

Year 1
Semester 1

F—FH .

Semester 2

BFH

Year 2

Semester 1

F—FH

Semester 2

SETEHHY

. Social Changes and Sustainable Development

HRTESAHFELRE

. Research Methods for Social Policy and Sustainability

HRBERS A FRMEMRRG A

. Social Sustainability for Public and Private Sectors

NHEKLIEER IR R AR

. Global Justice and Sustainability

EIKEXSA %

. Elective 1 (Elective Cluster 1)

EER (HEFESH)

. Elective 2 (Free Elective)

EERI2 (B BEE)

. Elective 3 (Elective Cluster 2)

EERI3 (BFEHIRES)

. Elective 4 (Free Elective)

BEfERIA (B L)




Education Pathways

FFE%

Students can pursuit further studies at MPhil or PhD levels in various fields including
environmental, social and governance (ESG), sustainability studies, social
development, social policy, circular economy, and sociology.

FEHRMERIFR. H258E (ESG). AIREARMA. HEXE. HSBER. BIREFM
2FNEFmMLE (MPhil) siE#L (PhD) R1g,

Employment Pathways
Mk

Examples of industries where graduates of the programme may pursue careers:

Bl ERTBIMERTIL -

Public Sector . Government
A BRFEI]
. Research Institution
R

. Education

BB

Business Sector . Corporate Strategy and ESG Departments
RN T RS ESGER]
. Consulting Firms
EREYNG]
. Banking and Finance
RITEER
. Public Relations
NEXFR

Third Sector and Others . Community-based organizations
E=ER IR EHAt WX &% REAR
. Think Tanks
BENK
. Social Enterprises
el
. Journalism/Mass Media
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Medium of Instruction
HFEIES

The medium of instruction is English.
HFEBS HRIE,

Admission Requirements
AFEXK

. A bachelor’s degree from a recognised university or equivalent; and
. Fulfilment of one of the following English language proficiency requirements if the applicant’s

bachelor's degree was not obtained from a university/tertiary institution where English is the
medium of instruction:

TOEFL = 550 (paper-based), = 79 (Internet-based);

IELTS 2 6.0;

CET 6 2 430;

TEM-4 270

- RIAAIBRRIE N F L F I EFREH
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Graduation Requirements

L
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To be eligible for the award of the Master of Social Sciences in Social Sustainability, students are

required to:
. obtained a Grade D or above on at least 24 credits (8 modules), including all core modules

and 4 elective modules; and

. obtained a cumulative GPA of at least 2.0
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Prof. NGAN Lok Sun Lucille B %832
The University of New South Wales (PhD)
BN R R/ RET A FIE L

Department of Social Science

HEBER

Associate Head and Professor
FREFERHKIE

Programme Director of MSocSc-SS programme

HETRSERRESHFMRIEEE

Dr CHAN Hin Yeung Rami A28+
Lingnan University (PhD)
REAFEL

Department of Social Science

- HERFER
* Assistant Professor

- BhIBEUE

Dr WANG Shiru Fit#ai#+
Yale University (PhD)
EEREAFEL

Department of Social Science
HEBFER
Assistant Professor

BhIREUR

Dr KWON Daesung f{AZE{E+
Doshisha University (PhD)
BEHARFEL

Department of Social Science
HEBFER
Lecturer

WM

Dr SHI Yuda Todd hE/mi&tEt

The Education University of Hong Kong
(PhD)

BEEHEARFEL

Department of Social Science
HEBEER
Lecturer

Hm

Dr CHAN Chi Ming Victor BrER{E L
Ritsumeikan Asia Pacific University (PhD)
AAZGEINRFFRFEL

Department of Social Science
HEBFR

Assistant Professor

BhIREI%

Certified ESG Planner CEP®
JARIESGEXIMCEP®

Dr KWONG Ying Ho B ZE{EL
The University of Hong Kong (PhD)
BEERFEL

Department of Social Science
HEIBFER
Assistant Professor

BhIRE#R

Dr CHAN Wing Ho Michael Bk &8+t
The University of Hong Kong (PhD)
BEERFHEL

Department of Social Science
HEBFER
Senior Lecturer

=D

Dr LEUNG Kin Wai Angelo 2{ERH{&+
Central European University (PhD)
BRI RRRAFE L+

Department of Social Science
HEBFER
Lecturer
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Enquiries on Application and Admission

AFHRIEREN

ANFEIf

Admission Hotline EBi& (852) 3963 5620

Admission Email EBHp tpgadmission@hsu.edu.hk

RIEE

Programme Hotline FBi& (852) 3963 5543

Programme Email 8P ss@hsu.edu.hk

Website ik https://programme.hsu.edu.hk/en/ss/

Address i3t Hang Shin Link, Siu Lek Yuen, Shatin, NT, Hong Kong

BEMFDOBNDRTEER

Programme Application
Website e INTH
IRIZMh

In case of any discrepancy between the English and Chinese versions of the contents of this pamphlet, the English version
shall prevail.
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Validity period =125 BRHA: 01/09/2026 to 31/08/2029



